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IS APPEALING FOR A VERDICT 

BIBLICAL?

Yes, appealing for verdict is Biblical. The 

Scripture from Genesis to Revelation contains 

many appeals, entreaties, pleadings, 

persuasions and invitations. Men and women, 

young and old have been commanded to hear 

and to heed to challenge of God.



LET’S MENTION A FEW:

1. God to Adam (Gen 3:9)

2. Moses to the Israelites (Exod. 32:26)

3. Joshua to the Israelites (Josh 24:15)

4. Jesus to Peter (Matt 4:19)

5. Jesus to All (Matt 11: 28-30)

6. Peter to the multitude on the day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2:40-41)

7. Paul persuaded king Agrippa (Acts 26:28)

8. The last invitation in the Scriptures

(Rev 22:17)

We certainly have ”A great cloud of witnesses 

in this regard”



SOME BIBLICAL CASE STUDIES

Notice how the 4 stages itemized in Part I

were followed in examples:

 Jesus and the Samaritan Woman

(John 4: 1 - 3)

 Peter at Pentecost. This had been explained

earlier (Acts 2: 14 - 41)

 Paul at Mars Hill. (Acts 17: 22 – 34)

(Note that in mass evangelism, not all those to

whom the appeal is given will respond favourably,

yet it must be done).



CONTEMPORARY CASE STUDIES

There’s Bishop John Taylor Smith, for many

decades chaplain to Queen Victoria, an

Anglican, one of the most effective in appealing

for a verdict. We remember the effectiveness

with which he gave an invitation, or as he would

say, “draw the net.”



Dr. J.C. Massee, the Baptist. He went to

Boston. From 1922 till 1929, Sunday morning,

Sunday night Wednesday night – he did not

have a single service without conversions.

In fact, the now – deceased editor of the

Boston Herald, once said

“Every Monday for the seven years Massee was

in town, a precis of his Sunday sermon was

published on the front page of both The Boston

Global and The Boston Herald.”



What about Evangelist D.L. Moody, the

congregational? One lady said one day , “I

don't like the way you win souls.” Moody

asked, “How do you do it?” she said, “I don’t.”

He replied, “ I prefer my way of doing it to your

way of not doing it.” Moody was always

appealing for a verdict.



Sadhu Sunder Singh, the converted Indian 

Sikh who turned many thousands to faith in 

Jesus Christ on the subcontinent.



Dr. Walter A. Maier, a Lutheran, earned his 

Ph.D. in Semitic Studies at Yale and a 

Doctorate of Sacred Theology at a Lutheran 

seminary. What set him apart was that on 

his broadcast “ Bringing Christ to the 

Nations” he always appealed for a verdict. 

He was an ultimate evangelist.



QUALITIES FOR A SUCCESSFUL 

GOSPEL APPELANT

Once we are born again, we are all qualified to

appeal for a verdict at using the testimony of

our salvation as a convincing starting point.

Nevertheless, there are some qualities that we

must possess so that we may also join the

successful cloud of witnesses. These are

outlined Below.



1. Ability to Plead and Persuade for the   

Urgency of the Hour.

 Today is day of salvation. Delay may be 

dangerous – O ! Why not tonite? – (a song)

 Compel them to come to the Lord, as He 

requested (Luke 14: 23)

 Join the chariot and press for an immediate 

response as for the Ethiopian Eunuch 

(Acts 8: 27 – 37).

 Paul almost Persuaded King Aggripa 

(Acts 26: 27-29).



2. Passion, Power and Pressure 

 The Appellant must have passion and
pressure because it is a labour intensive
moment.

 Read Charles G. Finney’s autobiography.
You’ll learn that this lawyer who came to
Christ in his early thirties served as an
evangelist for ten years. On one occasion
he saw 30,000 people come to Christ
every week for a period of six weeks.



2. Passion, Power and Pressure    
(Cont’d) 

And that was before the day of radio, 

television, newspaper advertising or even 

public address systems! I don’t believe that’s 

ever been equalled in American history. But 

here’s the point. He says that when he was 

forty- one years of age the evangelistic 

ministry had taken such a physical toll he 

had to retire from it. 



3. Faith  For Favourable Response

 The Appelant must believe that the Holy

Spirit is the Master Evangelist.

 He must not look on himself but on Jesus.

 His goal is to lift Jesus up, who promised to

draw all men to Him. (John 12:32)

 Have full Faith in the Holy Spirit to do the

job of saving the soul (Heb. 10: 39).



RELEVANCE OF APPEALING 

FOR A VERDICT TO HAGGAI 

INSTITUTE

Dr. Haggai said, “Every faculty member 
and every lecturer must ask himself or 
herself the question “How will the 
material covered in my sessions, both 
by lecture and interaction, more 
effectively prepare the participant to 
bring other to Jesus?” Every person that 
comes through the session’s needs to 
know the importance of appealing for a 
verdict.



“APPEALING FOR A VERDICT IS 
VERY IMPORTANCE TO HAGGAI 
INSTITUTE.

 it is the reaping of the Harvest for 
the farmer

 it is the passing of the ball across 
the goal line for the soccer player

 it is the bringing the fish in the net 
into the vessel or shore.

 It is the Crossing the touch line by 
the fastest sprinter.  



 Appealing for a verdict is biblical –
our Lord Jesus did it.

 The evangelist must press the 
people of his audience at every 
message whether an audience of 
one or 100,000 people for a verdict.

 The appeal for a verdict poses 
greatest difficulty in the work of an 
evangelist.

 The appeal for verdict takes the 
greatest personal toll on the 
evangelist

 Yet the appeal for a verdict is a task 
that must be done



 Ignoring the appeal for the verdict can be
destructive and fatal. The eternal destiny of
never-dying souls hangs in the balance, and it is
the harshest cruelty to ignore this part of
evangelism. Impression without expression leads
to depression. When God uses you to show your
audience their need of Christ, and you don’t give
them some public opportunity to respond,
consistent with the worship style of your Church,
you create frustration and depression. When you
preach that Jesus requires an open and pubic
confession of faith, and you don’t give
opportunity for a logical response to your
message, you’re doing damage.



 If you say, “God will bring to Himself those
whom He deigns to save, “I will agree, but I
will insist that since you and I do not know
who they are and since the Holy Spirit has
commanded that we “turn may to
righteousness” (Dan. 12:3) we must work as
though everything depends upon us while
realizing that it is God working through us
Who accomplishes His own purposes. Please
read and reread Romans 10:13-17.



I beseech you brethren, by the 

mercies of God that you make 

a full proof of your calling as 

an evangelist by ensuring that 

your appeal for a verdict for 

every message and that you 

teach others to do the same.

CONCLUSION




