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WHAT DO YOU THINK OF?
 A handsome suitor, who admires a sister

and desires her for a wife, told her how
beautiful she is but did not ask for her
response.

 A star soccer player who beats all
opponents including the goalkeeper
takes the ball to the penalty box and
stops just before the goal line.

 A fisherman that has worked all night
spreading his net and has a great catch
but did not draw the net unto the
shore/vessel.



 A farmer that bulldozed a virgin forest,
ploughed the land, planted the seed,
watered the plant removed the weed but
refused to harvest when the harvest was
ripe.
 A sprinter who out paced his colleagues

but did not cross the touchline
 A student that went through a course of
study took the required examination but
did not submit his answer paper.
 A visitor that traveled many kilometers,
arrived at the door of his would – be – host
but refused to press the bell or knock the
door.



The missing link in all the above was the Lack
of Appeal for a Verdict or Decision.

An appeal for a verdict is the request to take

a decision in the face of convincing

evidences. Either the decision is favourable to

the appellant or not, a decision must be
taken by the jurist. In this case your
prospective convert is the jurist. He or she
must take a decision.



In 168 BC Popilius, by an order from the
Roman Senate, demanded Antiochus
Epiphances to withdraw his army from king
of Egypt. When Antiochus hesitated and pled
for time to deliberate, Popilius drew a circle
in the sand around Antiochus and said, “hoc
stans delibera” – “In this standing place
deliberate!” In other words, “You must
answer before you move”.
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 Many Evangelists have failed to note this
area and have had a limping ministry as a
result. It is observed that few if any
Christian colleges, Seminaries or
Theological Institution have taken the
subject of „appealing for a verdict‟ for a
verdict with anything like the attention
given to homiletics including sermon
construction, apologies, Hebrew, New
Testament Greek etc.



INTRODUCTION

(Contd.)

Haggai Institute considers 
this subject matter of 
extreme importance and 
wants all men and women 
who pass through their 
courses to consider taking 
the subject as very, very  
important.



A theologian and Bible scholar, 
Princeton-trained, William 
Edward Bierderwolf once said, “It 
is souls, not sermons that 
counts.” If it is the soul that 
counts, it is the “appealing for a 
verdict” that brings out the soul 
on which the sermon and the Holy 
Spirit have impacted.
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INTRODUCTION

(Contd.)

Dr. Haggai said “An appeal for a 

verdict regarding the claim of Christ 

exalts persuasion to a 

SUPERNATURALLY high level. If an 

evangelist does not appeal for a 

verdict, it may mean for some delay 

of decision that could spell eternal 

doom for the prospective convert.”



INTRODUCTION (Contd.)
 Some have died between Sunday morning

service and evening service. Others have died
between one crusade and another without
seizing the opportunity that the crusade
offers. Every Christian message should end
with an appeal for a verdict or what we
usually call “Altar call”. Most Evangelists who
had the courage and effectiveness in
appealing for a verdict have emerged as those
who God has used as His instrument to
enlarge the Church of Christ. You could join
this group today if you make a decision to
“appeal for a verdict” with every message that
you deliver.



INTRODUCTION    (contd).
No work in the ministry of the kingdom poses

greater difficulty and takes a greater personal

toll than that of bringing people who are lost

to a decision for Jesus Christ. Positively, no

work is more important. To fail here spells

defeat in toto. Your presentation may be

magnificent, your sermon may be eloquent,

but if you fail here, you have failed miserably

and completely.



Not only is the subject of appealing for a

verdict all important, it ought to be all

Absorbing. This subject concentrates upon

the eternal destiny of men and women for

whom Christ died. The hosts of heaven and

of hell are contending without let-up for their

Destinies. And God has chosen you to be

his instrument in making the case for

heaven. There is joy in heaven when a sinner

decides to repent and turn to God



WHY THE APPEAL FOR A VERDICT 

IS USUALLY IGNORED

Three factors have been 
identified as temptation 
that truncate evangelism.

They are:

 Fallacy

 Fatigue

 Fear



FALLACY
Is misconception in spiritual
understanding. A lot of
preachers delude
themselves by saying that
they are under the direction
of the Holy Spirit. Some
preach for too long and too
winding that the
prospective converts leave
the programme before the
evangelist finishes the
message.



 Some groups of Evangelists claim that
appealing for a verdict is introducing
“personal effort” into the message and that
event dishonours the work of the Holy Spirit
and the word of God that has gone out.
That idea is false. It is false.

 The appealing for a verdict is the required
item that will enable the listener to show to
God and man what God‟s word and the
Holy Spirit have done in him or her

FALLACY



 If there is no appealing for 
a verdict, the evangelist can 
be likened to a farmer that 
has ploughed the field, 
planted the seeds, watered 
the plants, the Holy Spirit 
brings the increase, but the 
farmer refuses to harvest 
the crops. 

FALLACY



FATIGUE
This is reported to keep some evangelists
from making an appeal for a verdict. It is
true that the evangelists‟ work is exhausting
– very exhausting. However, there is no
point running a race if you have no
intention of crossing the touch line. Having
exhausted oneself in sermon and you know
the invitation period will take at least 30
minutes of more pleading and praying. It is
enough to make the most intrepid spirit
hesitate.



 It is reported that in 1942 or thereabout
Massachusetts Institute of Technology USA
release a study that it takes out of a
preacher physically and emotionally to
speak for one hour than to work with pick
and shovel for thirteen and a half hour.

 Dr. Haggai went further. He said “Making
an appealing for a verdict after the
message is immeasurably more exhausting
than even the delivery of the message
itself.

FATIGUE



 To this end, an evangelist must be
prepared physically, mentally and
spiritually for each message. You need a lot
of direction and the wisdom of God in the
realm of fasting, liquid consumption and
getting involved in pre-message worship
activities so that you do not need to get
fatigued before the end of the journey. It is
the devil‟s tactic to rob the evangelist of
the harvest of souls.
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FEAR

The general fear is the
perplexity of facing the
possibility that after the appeal
is made, no one will respond.
True, this could be
embarrassing. The evangelist
will ask „what will people thing
about my ministry”. If no body
should respond when I appeal
for a verdict, will it not discredit
my own ministry and the word
that I preach”.



 Some preachers want to avoid the
embarrassment of not having somebody‟s
respond to the altar call, they delegate the job
to the host pastor or another one on the
rostrum. This is irregular. The one who
preached is supposed to do the appeal. Don‟t
forget that the other preacher could have
been reading some other passage in the Bible
totally different from your topic or he may be
reading another book entirely, or he maybe
lost in thought!!! You are not at the same
spiritual level at that point in time.

FEAR



 The true minister of God
should outgrow fear and
always ask for a verdict

 Let evangelists no longer
think of what people will
say but what God may
say. Remember Noah who
preached for over 120
years and had eight
converts!!!

FEAR



WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE 

OF THE APPEAL FOR A 

VERDICT TO THE 

INDIVIDUAL?

An individual owes it to: 

1) Christ

2) His Family

3) His Neighbours

4) Himself

To make a public decision for 
Christ and confession of Christ



He owes it to Christ
Christ hung on the cross for him 
even while he was yet a sinner. 
Christ bore the shame in public 
with all the indignities visited on 
him during the trial and 
crucifixion. If the man is 
convicted and convinced by the 
Holy Spirit, he should be able to 
take a public stand for Christ.

(Luke 12:9)



He owes it to his family

A Christ–less family is surely on 
the express road that leads to 
destruction. If however the father 
stands for Christ, he stands a 
very good chance to bring his 
family to Christ. Noah did.



He owes it to his 

Neighbour
A man‟s example is far more 
influential than his own estimate. 
“No man liveth to himself and no 
man dieth to himself”. A man‟s 
confession of faith in Christ is 
sure to have a multiplying effect 
on his neighbour – and even the 
world. When Peter responded to 
Jesus‟ appeal for a verdict, little 
did he know that he will have 
3000 souls respond to Christ in 
one single sermon. Acts 2:14-41



What about: 

(i) Dr. John Haggai 

(ii) Dr. Billy Graham 

(iii) Late Martin Luther 

(iv) Pastor Enoch Adeboye (Redeemed) 

(v) Late Apostle Babalola (CAC) etc. 

They all responded to the appeal for a 
verdict sometime ago. God has used them 
and is still using some of them to 
influence the whole world. It gives them 
the courage to go on what about you? 



He owes it to himself
A responsible man  must be 
able to stand by his decision 
and make same public as and 
when the occasion arises. This 
gives him confidence as he 
realizes that his family, friends, 
neighbours, even the village or 
city will know what he stands 
for. It  strengthens his faith and 
provides the spiritual tonic. 
Standing for Christ guarantees 
him eternal life.



ANALYSIS OF A RESULT-

ORIENTED APPEAL
An Appeal for a Verdict must have 4

ingredient or stages before it can be become

favourable or result-oriented.

We see this from the statement of our Lord

Jesus Christ in John 16, about the ministry of

the Holy Spirit.



1. Convincing

This is providing an undeniable proof

and evidence that demands a verdict,

as a lawyer will do with his serial

exhibits. This is the work of the Holy

Spirit. Read Act 2: 40-41, 3: 12 – 4: 16.

Miracles are first – hand means of

convincing evidences.



2. Convicting 

This is when the sinners heart is pricked

by the Holy Spirit. The sins will be

exposed and he will see the need for his

forgiveness (Acts 2: 37-38.) Some others

may become enraged, but they are

already convicted ! Acts 7: 54.



3. Compelling 

Once a prospect has

successfully passed through

the above 2 stages, the next

is to draw or compel him/her

to Jesus and be reconciled to

God. (2 Cor. 5: 19-20).



This is a very strong step which
determines the success of the entire
process, as the sinner must take a step
across the line !

It is a most exhausting and energy –
sapping process as the Holy Spirit
draws the sinner . The Lord Jesus also
drew people by saying “Come unto
Me…” Matt. 11:28



4. Converting 

Conversion is an intelligent process that

brings your soul and being into place.

It is not hallucination. Your know you are

stepping out of an old life into a new life

(2 Cor. 5 :17, Acts 2: 41-42.)

This is the end – process of the Appeal

and the convert now begins to be

groomed in Christian Discipleship.



I beseech you brethren, by the

mercies of God that you make a full

proof of your calling as an evangelist

by ensuring that your appeal for a

verdict for every message and that

you teach others to do the same.

Conclusion




